
CENTRAL STREET NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
2025 MUNICIPAL OFFICE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name:  __________________________________  Office running for:______________________ 

Voting Address: ___________________________________  Years lived in Evanston: ______ 

Campaign Website: _______________________________ Campaign Phone: _______________ 

Best E-Mail for campaign purposes: ___________________________________________________ 

Other websites on which you post campaign statements or positions (e.g., Facebook, X, etc.): 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Campaign Chair: ___________________________ Treasurer: ______________________________ 

Campaign Manager or consultant(s): __________________________________________________ 

Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates: 

Primary occupation and employer: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

List up to five of your past most relevant civic activities. 

What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most 
helpful to you as you serve on the Evanston City Council? 

Please describe your principal base(s) of support, and why you want voters to consider your 
endorsements or support base. 

To date, who are your top five campaign donors? Please state the name and the city of the 
person/entity and the amount. 
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How many of the following have you attended in the past 2 years? (approx.)  
City Council meetings _____  Land Use Commission meetings _____  
Planning & Development meetings _____ Site Plan and Review Committee meetings _____ 
Other: 

Essence of Campaign. Why are you running and why should a voter vote for you instead of 
for your competition (or not voting)? How will electing you make a difference? 

Governmental philosophy. What is yours? What principal deficit(s) in Evanston government 
do you see, and what will you do in the office you seek over the next 4 years to address this? 

SPECIFIC ISSUES 

1. City Management. If elected this April, during your tenure you will have one or more 
opportunities to fire, hire, or extend the contract of a city manager. What are your thoughts on 
the process/result since the departure of Wally Bobkiewicz? What specific criteria, if any, 
including any quantitative performance criteria, will you use in your decision?  
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2. Central Street Master Plan. The Central Street Master Plan was unanimously approved by 
the City Council, its concepts codified in limited upzoning/downzoning and the Central Street 
Overlay District, and resulted in the American Planning Association naming Central Street one 
of the Great Neighborhoods of America. Please indicate which of the features of the Plan/
zoning you would work to preserve or change.

Preserve Change 
Purpose statement, e.g., to preserve eclectic, human-scale neighborhood 

B1a low-rise multi-use zoning in three business sub-areas (Gross Point/
Crawford, Central Park to Ewing, Hartrey to Eastwood) 

Current height and FAR limits on development 

Expanded pedestrian areas instead of built-to-lot-line 

Upper-story stepbacks to reduce visual massing/crowding 

Protections to prevent encroachment on residences 

Active storefront requirements 

Form-based articulation and fenestration requirements 

Limits on uses 

3. Upzoning. For which types of districts do you support zoning change to encourage greater
population and structure density and mass?

Support Oppose 
Low-rise residential districts (current R1, R2, R3 (single-family & 2-family) 

Low-rise residential multifamily districts (current R4, R4a) 

Mid-rise residential districts (R5, R6) 

Multi-use business districts 

Downtown 

Other 

Comments: 

 of 3 4

Comments:

https://www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2013/centralstreet.htm


4. Cost of remaining in Evanston. What specific measures would you support to mitigate
gentrification and/or displacement of existing Evanston residents?

5. Rightsizing Evanston. In the 1970s, Evanston considered itself fully developed, and its
population peaked at just over 80,000. Evanston now has between 73,000-78,000 residents,
about 9,500-10,000 persons per square mile. What do you think is the optimal population size
for our city? What measures, if any, would you favor to guide our path toward optimal size?

6. NU Stadium.  Should the rezoning of the Ryan Field stadium district to allow commercial 
entertainment and much greater intensity of use, and the development of a memorandum of 
understanding between the university and the City, have been handled differently? How?

7. Spending. Please identify up to three areas or instances where you feel City funds could be
or could have been better spent.
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	Text8: Public service is daunting, but as citizens we must be willing to invest our time & talents in order to protect what is meaningful to us as a community. I believe that Evanston is a very special place with a spirit rooted in optimism, inclusion and good intention.  The next Council will deal with issues of zoning, infrastructure, housing and budgeting that will likely influence our town well into the next decade.  I see the good in Evanston while recognizing that hard decisions need to be made, and I want to be a part of the solution.
	Text9: •	Affordability ≠ Zoning - Evanstonians are big hearted by nature.  We have the desire to create a place for new members of our community, but, full scale rezoning is not the appropriate lever.  Nor are those who seek to maintain Single Family Home areas synonymous with disapproving of affordable options. 

•	Financial Stability - Use the next 2 years in order to progressively address the structural budget deficit by planning a progressively balanced budget that does not require the drawing down of city reserves for foreseeable expenses.
	Text10: I would need to work with our current city manager and form a well informed opinion.  I think that it would be inappropriate and premature to form a conclusion prior to that opportunity.
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	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: The issue of creating a lower barrier of entry and increasing the volume of affordable housing for those wishing to move to or stay in Evanston is one that will likely involve zoning reform, but not only zoning reform.  The key driver of Evanston’s affordability is ultimately the fact that Evanston is a great place to live. 
	Text44: The current zoning proposal and associated reforms have wide ranging impacts on our community, including single family housing, building height, environmental impact, among others. In the Seventh Ward, R1 zoning is the issue that is top of mind for residents. 
	Text45: One of my highest priorities will be to reset the relationship between NU and our community, particularly the blocks surrounding the stadium that are so dominantly impacted.  As I have said early and often, I believe this relationship needs to be based on a foundation mutual neighborly respect that understands that property owners & residents have a vested interest in shaping what happens in their backyards.  It’s not asking to much to be able to park in front of your home, or put your children to sleep quietly without the blare of a concert stadium just yards away.  At the same time, NU is a constituent and pillar of Evanston.  I have also said that I believe Evanston is better for having NU, and NU is better for being in Evanston.  We have the potential to be one of the best college-towns in America, but that will never happen until we learn to work together toward consensus agreement in a tone of respect and decency. 
	Text46: I believe that government should have to face the same practical limits & challenges that any family faces when they do not have enough money.  A family cannot simply look left or right to a neighbor and levy a tax in order to compensate for inefficiencies, waste or even well-intentioned ambitions.  As a government, we must place ourselves on a solid footing to avoid the pitfalls that we see around us happening in District 65 so that we can attract and offer competitive incentives to businesses that would help us revamp our downtown area at a more rapid pace.


