CENTRAL STREET NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
MAYORAL QUESTIONNAIRE
Daniel Biss
Name:________________________________

6
Ward:____

Voting Address: 3255 Central
Years you have lived in Evanston: 15
Campaign Website URL: danielbiss.com
Campaign Phone: 773-620-3294
Best E-Mail for campaign purposes: eli@danielbiss.com
Other websites on which you post campaign statements or positions:
Campaign Chair:

Treasurer:

Campaign Manager or consultant(s): Eli Stone
Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates:
State Representative District 17: 2011-2013, State Senate District 9 2013-2019

Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate:
Governor of Illinois

Primary occupation: Clean energy campaign consultant
Briefly list your past civic activities. If numerous, list here the 5 most important.
1. Board member, Reform for Illinois; 2. Board member, Civic Leadership Foundation
3. Member, Evanston Environment Board; 4. Board President, Democratic Party of Evanston
5. Steering Committee Member, Aspen Institute Forum on Retirement Savings

What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had that will be most
helpful to you as mayor?
I spent 8 years as a member of the General Assembly, learning about a broad array of issues affecting our community,
seeing up close how state and local government interact, and how much an effective partnership between these entities
can accomplish. Issues I've spent the most time studying: energy policy; taxation & budgeting; housing; public safety.

What Evanston municipal candidates have you supported? ,' DQ\ specificFDPSDLJQUROH
2009: Elizabeth Tisdahl for Mayor (campaign manager); Mark Tendam for Alderman; Bonnie Wilson for Assessor
(campaign committee member); 2013: Mark Tendam for Alderman. (I have also supported quite a few school board
candidates over the years).

Please list endorsements received so far, if any, that you consider the most significant.

Evanston Firefighters Local 742, Congresswoman Schakowsky, four state legislators representing Evanston (Cassidy,
Fine, Gabel, Gong-Gershowitz), and seven aldermen (Fiske, Braithwaite, Wynne, Wilson, Rue Simmons, Suffredin,
Rainey). For a full list of over 400 names, please visit: https://www.danielbiss.com/endorsements
125,000
~ 100,000
Campaign budget: $________
How much have you raised so far? $_________

1
90
Size of campaign staff: _____
Number of volunteers: ________

1.

How many of the following have you attended in the past 5 years? (approx.)
2
_____
City Council meetings
0
_____
Plan Commission meetings
0
_____ Planning & Development Committee meetings
0
_____
Zoning Board of Appeals meetings
0
_____ Design and Project Review Committee meetings
_____ Other:_____________________________________________________

2.

Please OLVW any &R( planning processes that you participated in, and your contributions.
My interaction with City government has been unusual -- as our legislator, my responsibility was not to shape City
planning processes but instead to partner at the state level to help the City achieve its goals. I did this numerous
times, including on the issues of government streamlining, economic development, diversity in the fire department,
and renewable energy.

3.
Please identify the top 3 to 5 ways (if any) in which you would seek to increase
City revenue. Please identify specific sources or measures (e.g., taxes, fees, fines) and
the amounts that you believe each of these measures would bring in annually.
While Illinois law does not provide municipalities with an enormous amount of flexibility
regarding revenue, we have to be creative and seek out progressive ways to bring in additional funds. These might
include finding fairer ways to tax the most affluent residents, or spreading the burden of funding the Affordable
Housing Fund to commercial developments. Additionally, we should be finding equitable ways to facilitate
economic growth, for instance by improving our partnership with Oakton Community College, in order to expand
our tax base while enhancing affordability.

4.
Please identify the top 3 to 5 ways (if any) in which you would seek to reduce
City spending. Please identify specific targets or measures (e.g., departments,
programs, waste) and the amounts that you believe each measure would save.
It has become clear that we ask our police officers to handle too many different types of issues, some of which would
be better addressed by other service providers. While building out the capacity to provide these other services will
not be free, the medium-term consequence of this shift will certainly be to save money.
Additionally, as we achieve full implementation of CARP, the City will be able to
save significant funds over time, for instance from fuel use.

5.
Please state up to three specific ordinances or City processes that you believe
are priorities to be modified, repealed, or enacted. If a modification, please be as
specific as possible.
Our zoning code needs to be overhauled so as to be designed for affordability and sustainability.
Our building code must be significantly changed to enable CARP compliance.
Our nuisance premises ordinance must be amended to avoid racial exclusion and the criminalization of private
matters.

