CENTRAL STREET NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
ALDERMANIC QUESTIONNAIRE

Name: JohnZbesko Ward: 7

Voting Address: 1120NoyesSt.

Years you have lived in Evanston: 22 Years lived in ward: 22
Campaign Website URL: WWw.zbesko.org

Campaign Phone: 224-217-0695

Best E-Mail for campaign purposes: john.zbesko@comcast.net

Other websites on which you post campaign statements or positions:
evanstonnow.com, centralstreetneighbors.com

Campaign Chair: Leigh SkinnerMaclsaac Treasurer; Mark Foisy

Campaign Manager or consultant(s): AdamFinlayson
No. of petition signatures filed: 129

Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates:
Trustee North ShoreMosquitoAbatemenDistrict (NSMAD), since2005;PresidentbemocratidPartyof
Evanston DPOE),2000-02

Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate:

What is your primary occupation? QuantitativeStockAnalyst
Briefly list your past civic activities. If numerous, list here the 5 most important.

BoardMember& Coach AYSO, 1992-2004memberof Savethe Civic Centercommittee memberof
EvanstorEnvironmentalAssoc.andcommunitygardeneryorkedto savetheelmtrees;volunteeredat school
eventswasa foundingfamily of a Jewish-CatholiSundayschool.

What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most
helpful to you in the office you seek?

BusinesaVignt, MIT; EconomicslJ of Chicago;Chartered-inancialAnalyst; LeadershigevanstonClassof
'08; Franklin-CoveySignatureProgram,7 Habitsof Highly SuccessfuPeopleTreasurerNSMAD

What candidates have you supported? Please describe your specific role in any

Campaign. Supportedall Democraticcandidategor electiveoffice asamemberf DPOE.|I havedelivered

donutsandsandwicheso polling placesin the 7th wardfor manyyears.

Please list all endorsements you have received so far.
7th WardresidentCook CountyCommissionetLarry Suffredin
Campaign budget: $ How much have you raised so far? $

How many people are on your campaign staff? How many volunteers are on your
list?


initiator:jeff@jefflaw.com;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:440dfb935ad94015878e2d7b55a2e281


1. How many of the following have you attended in the past 2 years? (approx.)
18 City Council meetings
Plan Commission meetings
2 Planning & Development Committee meetings
2 Zoning Board of Appeals meetings
Site Plan and Review Committee meetings
9  Other: 3 budgetworkshopsyarious(mostly 7th) ward meetings

2. In recent years, the City undertook the Central Street Master Plan, the Downtown
Plan, the Lakefront Plan, and the West Side Plan, a Bicycle Plan, and a Multimodal
Transportation plan. Please identify which you participated in, and your contributions.

attendeda few meetingsmaybeonefor CentralStreet Downtown,andthe Lakefront.

3. Many Evanston residents feel they are not being listened to. Do you agree? If
you agree, please give examples and state what will you do about it. If you disagree,
please state why, and how will you combat the perception.

| agree Often,manypeoplewill speakoutagainstanissueyetthe Councilvotesapprovalor

disapprove®nly afterpolitical pressuras applied.Mostdevelopmenprojectsfit this descriptionThe
Councilstill hasnotacceptedhewill of the Civic Centemreferendum.

4. Would you support any change in executive session or how it is used?
Thespirit, aswell astheletter,of the OpenMeetingsAct mustbe upheld.

5. The City building code is not online. To see if their property meets "Code," a
citizen has to go to the library or purchase a copy at the Civic Center. Would you
support making all City ordinances available online for free? [ YES NO

6. Which of the governmental changes, if any, would you support:
____Returning the Council to 2 aldermen per ward
__[ Increasing the number of wards
_____Adding one or more at-large aldermen to the Council
___Making mayora ____ full-time paid position half-time paid position
____Making alderman a ____ full-time paid position _____ half-time paid position
_____Eliminating the city manager position; department heads report to mayor
__Mayor-manager form of city government

_LJ Other: Reducingaldermanidermfrom 4 to 2 years.

7. Which of the following constituency communication methods will you commit to?
_[1 Answer all e-mails within 48 hours
__[1 Maintain my own aldermanic website
_[] Regular posts or blogs on community websites
_____Monthly ward meetings
__[1 Regular but less frequent ward meetings
_____Open a ward office with regular hours
____Regular office hours at fixed location
_[1 _Regular newsletter
____ Other:



8. What is your position on the Civic Center?
City should stay at Civic Center and remodel/expandit

If you selected "stay," should the City sell or lease part of its land at the Civic
Center location to pay for repairs and/or remodeling/expansion? NO

If you believe a new Civic Center should be built, please identify what location
and cost level you would support:

9. Should the City of Evanston have an affordable housing plan? NO If yes, what
should be the main components? If your answer is no, why not?

The currenteconomiccrisisis havinga profoundeffecton housingaffordability locally and
nationally.Currentplansareobsoleteandit is too earlyto determineonefor thefuture.
Foreclosurearea morepressingproblem.

10.  Many scientists warn that the earth is at a critical juncture because of manmade
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Do you agree? YES If so, what recommendations
of the Climate Action Plan, if any, will you work to implement in your first year of office?

| supportsilver/goldLEED certificationfor newcommercial/publigrojects.| support
anti-vehicleidling enforcementCity wastereduction/recyclingoliciesmustbeimproved.

11.  Would you have voted for the planned development ordinance for 1700-1722
Central Street? NO Will you support or oppose another extension of time for the
development of the site? Opposeextension

12.  Has Evanston gotten equivalent value for what it has spent on consultants in the
past 2 years? NO What changes, if any, would you make in the use of consultants,
especially for planning and development?

Make betteruseof the NU Traffic Institute.Rely moreonlocal citizenswith relevent
professionakxperienceConsultantganberetainedfor specializedpre-determined
objectives.

13. Is the current blend of City revenues sources fair? YES How would you change it?

| amphilosophicallyopposedo dreamingup newformsof tax andof usingfinesasarevenue
resourcelUserfeesshouldrelate/beproportionalto theuse.l cautiouslysupportconverting
fire protectionfrom a propertytax to userfee supportedserviceto includenon-profits.

14.  What reductions in City spending would you support? Please identify specific
measures, departments, programs, etc., and the amounts you believe would be saved.

| would work towardsreducingCity purchasesf softwarelicensesupdatesandsupport.
believeatleasthalf of whatthe City currentlyspendsouldbe saved City servicesn Parksand
RecreationHumanServicesandEconomicDevelopmenteedto be evaluatedor effectivenes:
andefficiency.Thosethataren't,shouldbe cut or changed.

15.  Are there any specific ordinances that should be repealed, modified, or enacted?

Thebanon campaigryardsignsuntil 45 daysbeforethe electionshouldberepealedl would
includeLEED silver certificationrequirementsnto the commerciabuilding codeandvarious
energyefficiencyprovisionsinto theresidentiacode.l would reworkthe "hire Evanston”
provisionsfor City contractsawayfrom requirementsowardsincentivesto do so.



16.  What changes, if any, would you like to see the City make in how it has used tax
increment financing (TIF)? If none, please state that.

I'm inclinedto let existing TIF districtsmature ratherthanenactingnewonesor extendingcurrent
ones.

17.  What changes if any would you support in how the City regulates parking in north
Evanston, including hours, permit parking zones, tickets, and towing?

Theseissuesarestrictly local to a neighborhooar block. As alderman] will listento residentsandtry
to solveproblems.

18.  Check whether you support or oppose the following:
Support Oppose
O Initial proposal for a 49-story building at 708 Church
0 Revised proposal for a 38-story building at 708 Church
O Raising as-of-right height in the Central Core Dist. to 275'/35 stories
Raising max. height in the Central Core District to 385'/35 stories
Raising the West Traditional (Davis St.) district to 42'/88'
If you oppose any of the above, state what you intend to do to about it.

Downtowndevelopmenis too controversiato allow largeprojectsto be built "asof right." To the
extentthatthe new City Councilis willing to revisittherecentlypassedowntownPlan,| will join
them.

YOU MAY USE THIS SPACE TO ELABORATE ON ANY OF THE ABOVE. Please
reference what question you are adding to.

Onebig taskfor the nextCity Councilwill behiring a City ManagerLittle discussiorhasbeenmade
aboutthe qualificationsandtalentsthatshouldbe soughtin a candidatel believea successful
applicantwill haveextensivebusinessasopposedo governmenbperationexperienceExamplesof
crossoverie. similarfunctionin busines®r governmentincludesecurity, plantandequipment
maintenancandoperationslaborrelations risk (legal) reduction customersatisfactiontlient
service,informationtechnology andfinancial operations.

Aboutthe numberof City meetingd've attendedi did notkeepadiary! But | do remembespecific
issued wasinterestedn: keepingbeesasa hobby,a neighbomwantingto createa parkingpadin front
of their house City renewalof a softwaresupportcontractthe Civic Center.elmtreefungiciding,the
Warin Iraq Peacaesolution the CentralSt. development

As for thequestionaboutmy campaigrbudget fundraisingandstaff, a copyof my D1 andD2 reports
is or will beonfile with the Cook CountyClerk, Chicago,|L.
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