
CENTRAL STREET NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION 
ALDERMANIC QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
        
Name:________________________________  Ward:____ 
 

Voting Address: 
Years you have lived in Evanston:____ Years lived in ward:_____ 
Campaign Website URL: 
Campaign Phone: 
Best E-Mail for campaign purposes: 
Other websites on which you post campaign statements or positions: 
 
Campaign Chair:     Treasurer: 
Campaign Manager or consultant(s): 
No. of petition signatures filed: 
Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates: 
 
Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate: 
 
What is your primary occupation? 
Briefly list your past civic activities. If numerous, list here the 5 most important. 
 
 
What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most 
helpful to you in the office you seek? 
 
 
What candidates have you supported? Please describe your specific role in any 
campaign. 
 
Please list all endorsements you have received so far. 
 
Campaign budget: $________  How much have you raised so far? $_________ 
How many people are on your campaign staff? _____ How many volunteers are on your 
list? ________ 
 



1.  How many of the following have you attended in the past 2 years? (approx.) 
 _____ City Council meetings 
 _____ Plan Commission meetings 
 _____ Planning & Development Committee meetings 
 _____ Zoning Board of Appeals meetings 
 _____ Site Plan and Review Committee meetings 
 _____ Other:_____________________________________________________ 
 
2. In recent years, the City undertook the Central Street Master Plan, the Downtown 
Plan, the Lakefront Plan, and the West Side Plan, a Bicycle Plan, and a Multimodal 
Transportation plan. Please identify which you participated in, and your contributions. 
 
 
 
 
3. Many Evanston residents feel they are not being listened to. Do you agree? If 
you agree, please give examples and state what will you do about it.  If you disagree, 
please state why, and how will you combat the perception. 
 
 
 
 
4. Would you support any change in executive session or how it is used? 
 
 
 
5. The City building code is not online.  To see if their property meets "Code," a 
citizen has to go to the library or purchase a copy at the Civic Center. Would you 
support making all City ordinances available online for free? ____ YES  ____ NO 
 
6. Which of the governmental changes, if any, would you support: 
 ____Returning the Council to 2 aldermen per ward 
 ____Increasing the number of wards 
 ____Adding one or more at-large aldermen to the Council  
 ____Making mayor a ____full-time paid position ____half-time paid position 
 ____Making alderman a ____full-time paid position ____half-time paid position  
 ____Eliminating the city manager position; department heads report to mayor   
 ____Mayor-manager form of city government 
 ____Other:  
 
7. Which of the following constituency communication methods will you commit to? 
 ____Answer all e-mails within 48 hours 
 ____Maintain my own aldermanic website 
 ____Regular posts or blogs on community websites 
 ____Monthly ward meetings 
 ____Regular but less frequent ward meetings 
 ____Open a ward office with regular hours 
 ____Regular office hours at fixed location 
 ____Regular newsletter 
 ____Other: 
 



8. What is your position on the Civic Center? 
  
 
 If you selected "stay," should the City sell or lease part of its land at the Civic 
Center location to pay for repairs and/or remodeling/expansion?  
 If you believe a new Civic Center should be built, please identify what location 
and cost level you would support: 
 
9. Should the City of Evanston have an affordable housing plan?         If yes, what 
should be the main components? If your answer is no, why not? 
 
 
 
 
10. Many scientists warn that the earth is at a critical juncture because of manmade 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Do you agree?         If so, what recommendations 
of the Climate Action Plan, if any, will you work to implement in your first year of office? 
 
 
 
11. Would you have voted for the planned development ordinance for 1700-1722 
Central Street?          Will you support or oppose another extension of time for the 
development of the site?  
 
12. Has Evanston gotten equivalent value for what it has spent on consultants in the 
past 2 years?           What changes, if any, would you make in the use of consultants, 
especially for planning and development? 
 
 
 
 
13. Is the current blend of City revenues sources fair?        How would you change it? 
 
 
 
 
14. What reductions in City spending would you support? Please identify specific 
measures, departments, programs, etc., and the amounts you believe would be saved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Are there any specific ordinances that should be repealed, modified, or enacted? 
 
 
 
 
 



16. What changes, if any, would you like to see the City make in how it has used tax 
increment financing (TIF)? If none, please state that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. What changes if any would you support in how the City regulates parking in north 
Evanston, including hours, permit parking zones, tickets, and towing? 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Check whether you support or oppose the following: 
       Support  Oppose   
 Initial proposal for a 49-story building at 708 Church  
 Revised proposal for a 38-story building at 708 Church 
 Raising as-of-right height in the Central Core Dist. to 275'/35 stories 
 Raising max. height in the Central Core District to 385'/35 stories 
 Raising the West Traditional (Davis St.) district to 42'/88' 
 If you oppose any of the above, state what you intend to do to about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
YOU MAY USE THIS SPACE TO ELABORATE ON ANY OF THE ABOVE. Please 
reference what question you are adding to. 


	Name: Christopher Hart
	Ward: 6th
	Years you have lived in Evanston: 16
	Years lived in ward: 6
	Campaign budget: 10,000
	How much have you raised so far: 4,500
	How many people are on your campaign staff: 9
	list: 45
	Address: 3038 Isabella Street, Evanston, IL 60201
	Text2: http://www.hartofthe6thward.com
	Phone: 847.293.9011
	e-mail: chris@hartofthe6thward.com
	Other websites: evanstonnow.com; centralstreetneighbors.com; twitter.com (follow-hart6thward)
	Campaign chair: Christopher Hart
	Treas: Suzanne Barrett
	Campaign mgr: Katie Trippi; David Allen; Brian Miller
	Petitions: 191
	Other offices: None.
	Other campaigns: None
	Occupation: Owner, Consulting Firm
	Civic activities: Steering Committee, Evanston Early Childhood Collaboration; Board Member, Child Care Network of Evanston; Steering Committee, Justin Wynn Memorial Fund; Steering Committee and Fiscal Oversight, Character Counts!; Vice-President of Programs, McGaw YMCA (youth, fitness, child care, camping services)
	Education & Experience: Consulting practice for global change initiatives in areas of corporate culture and values; Corporate facilitation; Business Management degree; Current Small Business Owner; National YMCACommunity Development and Diversity training; YMCA Faculty Status in Conflict Management and Negotiation 
	Other candidates supported: National / State: President Barack Obama, U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky, State Rep. Julie Hamos. (Volunteer campaign efforts only.)
	Endorsements: 
	Other: 
	Site Plan and Review Committee meetings: 0
	Zoning Board of Appeals meetings: 0
	Planning  Development Committee meetings: 2
	Plan Commission meetings: 0
	City Council meetings: 8
	Other meetings: 
	Planning participation: As a citizen and Aldermanic candidate, I am studying the Central Street Master Plan (+ Corridor Overlay District), the Climate Action Plan (not listed), the Downtown Plan, Blue Ribbon Committee on Pension Funds (not listed), and the recent Multi-Modal Transportation Plan.
	Responsiveness to residents: Within any community (or organization), there exisits a "climate" that depicts how people are feeling and perceiving the world around them. In our City, there are a significant number of citizens and community groups who feel frustrated...(Please refer to expanded answer at the end of this document.)
	Executive session: It is clear that the Open Meetings Act exists to prohibit deliberations and actions on matters that shoud be discussed in a public forum. (Please refer to expanded answer at the end of this document.)
	Code online no: Off
	Code online yes: Yes
	Check Box25: Yes
	Check Box26: Off
	Check Box27: Yes
	Check Box28: Off
	Check Box29: Off
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Check Box33: Off
	Check Box34: Off
	Check Box35: Off
	Check Box36: Off
	Check Box37: Yes
	Check Box38: Yes
	Check Box39: Yes
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Check Box42: Off
	Check Box43: Off
	Check Box44: Off
	Check Box45: Yes
	Other constituent communication: Opinion polling on emerging issues; social networking tools
	Other gvmt change: 
	Civic Center: [City should stay at Civic Center and repair it]
	New civic center: 
	List Box50: [YES]
	Affordable housing: I strongly support Evanston’s Inclusionary Housing Program to help meet the City’s goal of diverse housing opportunities for residents of all income levels. With income stagnation rising as a significant social issue...(Please refer to expanded answer at the end of this document.)
	List Box49: [Undecided]
	Global warming real?: [YES]
	Extension: [Oppose extension]
	Consultants: [NO]
	Consultant changes: The Climate Action Plan offers us a model for citizen-based, collaborative task groups to advance important issues within the City. Our resources shoud better engage volunteer intellectual capital and our City Staff should reflect talent able to minimize external costs.         
	Theater redevelopment: [YES]
	Revenue source fairness: [NO]
	Revenue changes: The current economic situation makes analysis of 55% of the "blend" (non-property taxes, licenses, permits, fees) speculative at best. In the year ahead, we need to pay significant attention to economic development efforts (attracting business) and non-profit solutions.  
	Spending cuts: Evanston is a full service community with labor costs comprising 75% of our General Fund spending. It is clear that wage adjustments (a 2% reduction = $920,000) and rising benefit costs must be considered to avoid deficit spending. In this next year, evaluation of service privatization and considering mode of service delivery options will be required. 
	New or obsolete ordinances: The recent court decision that has allowed Oak Park and the City of Chicago to uphold their ban on handguns should be immediately considered so as to reinstate a ban in Evanston. Bowing to an earlier Supreme Court decision, the current City Council felt it would be too costly to fight for our principles. We must always fight for our principles.
	TIF Districts: The TIF strategies that have been applied to date have, by and large, been a necessary tactic as Evanston continues to redefine and incent economic development opportunities within our community. The necessary conversation in the upcoming years will be to determine if the valuation increases have had a "gentrification" effect within the area. This must be foremost on our minds when considering future applications. Upon expiration, the Council must consider measures to stabilize / reduce the growing burden on residential taxpayers.  
	Parking enforcement and fee structure: Looking specifically at the parking restrictions applied around the Central Street Metra Station, I woud support a change that allows Evanston residents (those dispalying a City sticker on vehicle) to park in residential areas starting at 8:00 am. (Sustaining residential parking restrictions from 7:00-8:00 am for residents; 7:00-9:00 am for non-residents.). Intention is to promote commuter ridership.
	Check Box59: Off
	Check Box60: Yes
	Check Box61: Off
	Check Box62: Yes
	Check Box63: Off
	Check Box65: Yes
	Check Box66: Off
	Check Box67: Yes
	Check Box68: Yes
	Check Box69: Off
	Additional: #3 - Within any community (or organization), there exisits a "climate" that depicts how people are feeling and perceiving the world around them. In our City, there are a significant number of citizens and community groups who feel frustrated with the current governmental process. Their frustration arises from the perception that representation is no longer reflective of their opinions or voices. One has to look no further than the process undertaken to drive a Downtown Core to find your example. The idea of "thoughtful representation" is a cornerstone of my campaign...the desire to create a community climate where diverse opinions are invited; where decision-making is visible and reflects constituent opinion; and, where the collaborative intent of our values is upheld.#4 - It is clear that the Open Meetings Act exists to prohibit deliberations and actions on matters that shoud be discussed in a public forum. Exceptions are "limited and very specific." The intent of the Council's Executive Session is one of protecting personal privacy, as warranted, and enabling a candid discussion of sensistive matters. To do or give the appearance of anything outside of that intent erodes the confidence of our citizens. My support for any change would be behind those tactics deemed necessary to protect this confidence.#9 - I strongly support Evanston’s Inclusionary Housing Program to help meet the City’s goal of diverse housing opportunities for residents of all income levels. With income stagnation rising as a significant social issue, we continue to be at-risk for losing families who greatly benefit our community. The supply of single-family homes, condominiums, and town homes affordable to households with modest incomes must be protected.#11 - Would oppose extension without modifications to target unit pricing to reflect market adjustments. I do support mixed-use development at that location.
	Plans for downtown development: The "as-of-right" height in the Downtown Core needs to be immediately re-evaluated to protect the development review rights of citizens, institutions and Committees as it relates to this important area of our City.
	Climate plan implementation ideas: Create a cooperative plan (City, NU, Districts 65/202, Hospitals) that sets and measures initial fleet emission reduction, mass-transit promotion, and energy efficiency targets by 2010.                     


