
CENTRAL STREET NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION 
ALDERMANIC QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
        
Name:________________________________  Ward:____ 
 

Voting Address: 
Years you have lived in Evanston:____ Years lived in ward:_____ 
Campaign Website URL: 
Campaign Phone: 
Best E-Mail for campaign purposes: 
Other websites on which you post campaign statements or positions: 
 
Campaign Chair:     Treasurer: 
Campaign Manager or consultant(s): 
No. of petition signatures filed: 
Elective or appointive public or party offices previously held including dates: 
 
Other elective offices for which you have been a candidate: 
 
What is your primary occupation? 
Briefly list your past civic activities. If numerous, list here the 5 most important. 
 
 
What subjects have you studied and what experience have you had which will be most 
helpful to you in the office you seek? 
 
 
What candidates have you supported? Please describe your specific role in any 
campaign. 
 
Please list all endorsements you have received so far. 
 
Campaign budget: $________  How much have you raised so far? $_________ 
How many people are on your campaign staff? _____ How many volunteers are on your 
list? ________ 
 



1.  How many of the following have you attended in the past 2 years? (approx.) 
 _____ City Council meetings 
 _____ Plan Commission meetings 
 _____ Planning & Development Committee meetings 
 _____ Zoning Board of Appeals meetings 
 _____ Site Plan and Review Committee meetings 
 _____ Other:_____________________________________________________ 
 
2. In recent years, the City undertook the Central Street Master Plan, the Downtown 
Plan, the Lakefront Plan, and the West Side Plan, a Bicycle Plan, and a Multimodal 
Transportation plan. Please identify which you participated in, and your contributions. 
 
 
 
 
3. Many Evanston residents feel they are not being listened to. Do you agree? If 
you agree, please give examples and state what will you do about it.  If you disagree, 
please state why, and how will you combat the perception. 
 
 
 
 
4. Would you support any change in executive session or how it is used? 
 
 
 
5. The City building code is not online.  To see if their property meets "Code," a 
citizen has to go to the library or purchase a copy at the Civic Center. Would you 
support making all City ordinances available online for free? ____ YES  ____ NO 
 
6. Which of the governmental changes, if any, would you support: 
 ____Returning the Council to 2 aldermen per ward 
 ____Increasing the number of wards 
 ____Adding one or more at-large aldermen to the Council  
 ____Making mayor a ____full-time paid position ____half-time paid position 
 ____Making alderman a ____full-time paid position ____half-time paid position  
 ____Eliminating the city manager position; department heads report to mayor   
 ____Mayor-manager form of city government 
 ____Other:  
 
7. Which of the following constituency communication methods will you commit to? 
 ____Answer all e-mails within 48 hours 
 ____Maintain my own aldermanic website 
 ____Regular posts or blogs on community websites 
 ____Monthly ward meetings 
 ____Regular but less frequent ward meetings 
 ____Open a ward office with regular hours 
 ____Regular office hours at fixed location 
 ____Regular newsletter 
 ____Other: 
 



8. What is your position on the Civic Center? 
  
 
 If you selected "stay," should the City sell or lease part of its land at the Civic 
Center location to pay for repairs and/or remodeling/expansion?  
 If you believe a new Civic Center should be built, please identify what location 
and cost level you would support: 
 
9. Should the City of Evanston have an affordable housing plan?         If yes, what 
should be the main components? If your answer is no, why not? 
 
 
 
 
10. Many scientists warn that the earth is at a critical juncture because of manmade 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Do you agree?         If so, what recommendations 
of the Climate Action Plan, if any, will you work to implement in your first year of office? 
 
 
 
11. Would you have voted for the planned development ordinance for 1700-1722 
Central Street?          Will you support or oppose another extension of time for the 
development of the site?  
 
12. Has Evanston gotten equivalent value for what it has spent on consultants in the 
past 2 years?           What changes, if any, would you make in the use of consultants, 
especially for planning and development? 
 
 
 
 
13. Is the current blend of City revenues sources fair?        How would you change it? 
 
 
 
 
14. What reductions in City spending would you support? Please identify specific 
measures, departments, programs, etc., and the amounts you believe would be saved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Are there any specific ordinances that should be repealed, modified, or enacted? 
 
 
 
 
 



16. What changes, if any, would you like to see the City make in how it has used tax 
increment financing (TIF)? If none, please state that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. What changes if any would you support in how the City regulates parking in north 
Evanston, including hours, permit parking zones, tickets, and towing? 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Check whether you support or oppose the following: 
       Support  Oppose   
 Initial proposal for a 49-story building at 708 Church  
 Revised proposal for a 38-story building at 708 Church 
 Raising as-of-right height in the Central Core Dist. to 275'/35 stories 
 Raising max. height in the Central Core District to 385'/35 stories 
 Raising the West Traditional (Davis St.) district to 42'/88' 
 If you oppose any of the above, state what you intend to do to about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
YOU MAY USE THIS SPACE TO ELABORATE ON ANY OF THE ABOVE. Please 
reference what question you are adding to. 


	Name:    Jane Grover
	Ward: 7
	Years you have lived in Evanston:  14
	Years lived in ward:  14
	Campaign budget:  8,000
	How much have you raised so far:  5,200
	How many people are on your campaign staff:  5*
	list:  250/60*
	Address:   2703 Prairie 
	Text2:     www.janegrover.org
	Phone:   847-491-1863
	e-mail:     janegrover7thward@comcast.net
	Other websites:    www.centralstreetneighbors.com, www.evanstonnow.com
	Campaign chair:   David Campbell
	Treas:   Sheri Maremont
	Campaign mgr:   Pat Maunsell, Tiffany Farriss, Jean Anderson
	Petitions: 283
	Other offices:   Evanston Mental Health Board:  appointed to two 4-year terms (2000 - 2008), three years as chair.  
	Other campaigns:   None.
	Occupation:   Lawyer, by profession.
	Civic activities: Pedestrian safety advocate (Central Street, Safe Routes to School, McCormick/Green Bay/Grant/Prairie reconfiguration); Evanston Mental Health Board (chair); School District 65 committees (principal search, calendar); Leadership Evanston (graduate, assistant director); Obama Campaign (voter protection lawyer). 
	Education & Experience: I use my formal training in law and diplomacy in every aspect of my work in the community.  As a litigator whose practice included bankruptcy, creditors' rights, and accountant fraud, I understand the management of risk.  My most important experience is as an Evanston taxpayer and consumer of City services.  
	Other candidates supported: In the April 2009 elections, I am supporting Gretchen Livingston and Deborah Graham (D202 Board) and Tracy Quattrocki (D65 Board).  See below* for previous elections.  
	Endorsements: Lorraine Morton, Steve Engelman (former 7th Ward), Melissa Wynne, Eb Moran, Debra Shore, Firefighters Local 742
	Other: 
	Site Plan and Review Committee meetings: 0
	Zoning Board of Appeals meetings: 0
	Planning  Development Committee meetings: 2
	Plan Commission meetings: 2
	City Council meetings: 12
	Other meetings:   Human Services Committee (6); Mental Health Board (14)
	Planning participation: Central Street:  participated in Corridor Tour and Visioning Workshop, represented CSNA for expansion of the morotorium.  Multimodal Transportation:  involved in pedestrian safety aspects of the plan; participated in public workshop; participated in Safe Routes to School workshop. 
	Responsiveness to residents: Yes.  The disconnect between elected officials and residents who asked to be heard in the public discussion was most apparent in the Civic Center referenda and Downtown Plan deliberations.  I will seek opinions, amplify residents' questions, and promote transparency and candor in government. 
	Executive session: I support strict interpretation of the exceptions to the requirements of the Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120) and more timely review and release of the minutes of the Council's closed sessions.  
	Code online no: Off
	Code online yes: Yes
	Check Box25: Off
	Check Box26: Yes
	Check Box27: Yes
	Check Box28: Off
	Check Box29: Off
	Check Box30: Off
	Check Box31: Off
	Check Box32: Off
	Check Box33: Off
	Check Box34: Off
	Check Box35: Off
	Check Box36: Off
	Check Box37: Yes
	Check Box38: Yes
	Check Box39: Yes
	Check Box40: Off
	Check Box41: Yes
	Check Box42: Off
	Check Box43: Yes
	Check Box44: Yes
	Check Box45: Yes
	Other constituent communication:   Regular reports and guides about particular City functions; town halls.  
	Other gvmt change: 
	Civic Center: [City should stay at Civic Center and remodel/expand it]
	New civic center: 
	List Box50: [YES]
	Affordable housing: The goals of an affordable housing plan should be to preserve, maintain and promote housing that reflects the Evanston's commitment to diversity and to facilitate the development of a range of sustainable housing types for all residents, including those who work in Evanston.  
	List Box49: [YES]
	Global warming real?: [YES]
	Extension: [Support extension]
	Consultants: [NO]
	Consultant changes: Before hiring consultants, we should recruit Evanston's resident experts to City boards and commissions, rely more upon the community's untapped expertise (including Northwestern), and develop the expertise of City staff through professional development and training.  
	Theater redevelopment: [NO]
	Revenue source fairness: []
	Revenue changes: The current revenue mix includes business fees, taxes, and licensing costs that work as a deterrent for locating a business in Evanston.  I support reconsideration of revenue-generating plans that tax local businesses unfairly.  
	Spending cuts: The City's 2010-11 budget will not have the one-time revenues upon which the 2009-2010 budget was balanced.  To begin, the City should reduce non-essential overtime expenditures, consider outsourcing City refuse collection, negotiate the sharing of joint expenses with the school districts and Northwestern, and control increases in health insurance costs (increase of 11.6% this year).  Every decision of the Council has implications for the City's budget.  
	New or obsolete ordinances: To enact:  legislation that supports implementation of the Evanston Climate Action Plan and the Multimodal Transportation Plan (after approval).  To modify:  City Code 4-12-6(S), which prohibits campaign yard signs more than 45 days prior to an election; early voting and First Amendment protections require review of this provision.  City Code 8-20-6-4, which unreasonably limits operation of a homeless shelter to 12 hours a day.  
	TIF Districts: Tax increment financing (TIF) is an effective economic development tool that has brought material changes to Evanston's landscape and significantly enhanced the City's tax base.  However, TIFs are not the only economic development tool that municipal government can wield, and should not they be used as a first resort, given the near-term implications for the school districts' revenues and long-term repercussions for the City's growth.  
	Parking enforcement and fee structure: I support changes in parking regulations in north Evanston that acknowledge the shortage of parking at Central Street at Green Bay Road, that will encourage increased use of the commuter train lines on Central Street, and that respect the interests of residents.  Parking meter limits should be expanded to three hours.  
	Check Box59: Off
	Check Box60: Yes
	Check Box61: Off
	Check Box62: Yes
	Check Box63: Off
	Check Box65: Yes
	Check Box66: Off
	Check Box67: Yes
	Check Box68: Yes
	Check Box69: Off
	Additional: *Campaign supporter:  Barack Obama (2008 Presidential election, voter protection lawyer); Elizabeth Tisdahl (alderman, 2005); Jonathan Baum (D65, campaign committee).  

*Campaign Committee:  Citizens for Jane Grover is a volunteer organization with no paid campaign staff.  The campaign steering committee has five members.  The campaign's list of supporters includes over 250 names.  Sixty volunteers participated in a 7th Ward canvassing event for Jane Grover on Saturday, February 21.  

8.  Civic Center:   The discussion about the Civic Center must include a more thorough understanding about what location and what structure will best serve the long-term interests of the community over the next fifty years, with full consideration of ADA requirements, technological innovation, exponential increase in energy costs, changes in transportation patterns, and creation of a sustainable, multi-use building.  


	Plans for downtown development: I support reconsideration of the Downtown Plan's provisions for the Central Core District.  
	Climate plan implementation ideas: All of the recommendations in the Climate Action Plan that are feasible and affordable, including those which I can implement in my own home.  
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